Review
Barker, Gordon S. Richard Archer explores the African-American quest for liberty and equality from the early 1700s, a period when slave codes in the Northeast mirrored those put in place in the Chesapeake, through to the outbreak of the American Civil War. Using an array of primary sources, including eighteenth-and nineteenth-century newspapers, government legislation, court records, census data, and personal correspondence, he crafts a gripping story of courageous black New Englanders challenging discrimination. Describing institutionalized segregation in such public spaces as churches, schools, workplaces, stage coaches, trains, and steamships, as well as statutes prohibiting inter-racial marriage, he reveals the resistance of several generations of New England blacks fighting oppression on a landscape that a pantheon of Revolutionary heroes, including their own Crispus Attucks, had consecrated in the name of liberty and equality. Archer also adeptly draws on relevant secondary scholarship, especially to explore and contextualize the personal stories of blacks-some famous but others little-known.
He argues that regardless of where they settled in cities, towns, ports, and villages, or on farms, African Americans, with very few exceptions, experienced a harsh, oppressive "world restricted by racism" (39).
Focusing on race relations in Rhode Island, Eastern Connecticut, and Boston, Archer contends that racism became increasingly virulent as the numbers of people of color grew. But highlighting the scarcity of blacks in places like Lowell, Massachusetts, he also suggests that some mill towns had "few black residents by design" (36). He points out the horrible irony that while white New Englanders celebrated the disappearance of slavery, they allowed fierce prejudice to become entrenched in its place and such racism underpinned the Jim Crowism that blanketed the northern Free states through the mid-nineteenth century. In short, the antislavery sentiments of white New Englanders did not translate into the advocacy of equal rights for the emancipated. Archer's meticulous analysis of the region's major ports, as well as some towns situated along its largest navigable rivers, underscores the prevalence of caste in antebellum New England. He convincingly demonstrates that the Narragansett-Eastern Connecticut region "fit the description" of the slave societies that emerged in the Chesapeake; he stresses that in the eighteenth century slaves represented more than a third of the population of this area adjacent to Narragansett Bay (24). Archer's discussion of prohibitions on inter-racial sex and marriage in New England merits special attention. Tracing the origins of such legislation to the colonial era, he focuses on the Massachusetts legislature's "Act for the Better Preventing of a Spurious and Mixt Issue" (26) . He reveals how the race prejudice that underpinned this colonial law resonated through the antebellum period. His documentation of the battle to repeal legislation on inter-racial relationships supports his view that "mixed marriages exemplified a breakdown in the caste system" that white racists sought to maintain (165). His appendices dealing with mixed marriages provide a lens into how the racial status quo was at times challenged. His annexes must, however, be used with caution as a result of census-taking issues and various assumptions used in the construction of tables Archer's Jim Crow North represents a solid contribution to the historical literature, even if some recent scholarship on the impact of fugitive slave crises and antislavery black militancy in the late antebellum years is lacking. Although the work is at times nuanced, its easy-to-read prose makes it ideal for assigning to undergraduate students. Finally, Richard
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